Virginia Hemophilia Foundation/Hemophilia Association of the Capital Area
Update, February 20, 2010
What’s happening on Capitol Hill
This past week marked cross over (the last day in which bills were heard in the originating houses) on Tuesday and on Wednesday, the Governor’s earth-shattering press conference on his budget recommendations. Read on for more information.
The Budget

On Wednesday, the Governor outlined a litany of budget reductions to close the projected $2.1 billion gap in the budget bill that Gov Kaine introduced in December. By his admission, McDonnell admitted that Kaine told him he cut everything that he could cut, and that is why Kaine proposed the 1% surcharge on state income tax to make up the deficit.
Gov McDonnell ran on a no-tax pledge, and he is following through with it. He has also signaled that he does not want the General Assembly to increase “fees” in order to assist in making up gaps in the budget of executive branch agencies caused by earlier cuts. For example, the Virginia Department of Health had proposed a series of increases in fees for licensing facilities because the VDH budget had been cut earlier. Consequently, bills with fees are receiving an unwelcome reception in the General Assembly. Some have passed, but most have failed.

The Governor’s proposed budget recommendations include further deep cuts for Medicaid and other health services. You may recall that Governor Kaine had already included cuts in Medicaid in his introduced budget. On top of these will be an additional $330 million in recommended cuts. 

These cuts include cuts to mental health services, consumer-directed Medicaid services, provider reimbursement, free clinics, community health centers, and assorted community service organizations. In addition, the Governor is proposing to eliminate support to Health Families of Virginia, local dental services in 24 health districts, funding for child advocacy centers, teen pregnancy prevention programs, and local domestic violence grants.

We do not know at this point if the Governor’s recommendations extend to the Bleeding Disorders program.

But the budget process is only now entering its next phase. On Sunday, February 21, the House Appropriations and Senate Finance Committees will release their budget amendments to the introduced budget (Governor Kaine’s budget). They will also have to make up the $2.1 billion deficit. Rumors have it that the House of Delegates’ budget version will be similar to the Governor’s recommendations. The Senate’s version may vary, because the Senate is controlled by the Democrats. 

So, between now and March 13th (the day the General Assembly is supposed to adjourn), we will see a lot of negotiating and political posturing. Already health and education advocacy groups are staging campaigns to protest the intended cuts. Some are suggesting that taxes should be raised; others are hoping that the money will be taken from other parts of the state’s budget. If you want to participate in these grassroots exercises, here are some sites that will help you with this:
	Budget area
	Website

	K12 education
	http://supportvirginiaschools.com/

	Health access for all Virginians
	http://havcare.org 

	Children’s health
	http://www.vakids.org/


As more sites become active in the next week or so, we’ll let you know through action alerts.

The bills

Below is a list of the bills that we’ve been monitoring for the bleeding disorders community. Most of them are insurance-related bills. watching. The list is current as of Saturday, February 20, 2010, so you can see how the bills are faring. If you have individual questions, don’t hesitate to contact Becky Bowers-Lanier at becky@macbur.com. 
	Bills
	Committee
	Last action
	Date

	HB 116 - Purkey - Mail order pharmacy; insurer not limited to a single provider for services.
	(H) Committee on Commerce and Labor


(S) Committee on Commerce and Labor
	(S) Rereferred to Commerce and Labor
	02/11/10

	notes: This bill excludes specialty pharmacies. Identical to SB 535/

	HB 258 - McClellan - Individual health insurance coverage; expands scope of who is eligible.
	(H) Committee on Commerce and Labor


(S) Committee on Commerce and Labor
	(S) Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor
	02/04/10

	notes: Allows people who were on Medicaid to be eligible for individual health insurance. Heretofore, former Medicaid recipients were not in the list of persons who were eligible for individual coverage. Good bill.

	HB 315 - McClellan - Health insurance; continuation of group health coverage upon termination of eligibility.
	(H) Committee on Commerce and Labor


(S) Committee on Commerce and Labor
	(S) Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor
	02/17/10

	HB 317 - McClellan - Group health insurance; enrollment opportunities.
	(H) Committee on Commerce and Labor


(S) Committee on Commerce and Labor
	(S) Rereferred to Commerce and Labor
	02/18/10

	HB 352 - Rust - Group life insurance coverage; extended to persons mutually agreed upon by insurer and policyholder.
	(H) Committee on Commerce and Labor


(S) Committee on Commerce and Labor
	(S) Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor
	02/12/10

	HB 548 - Marshall, D.W. - Group health insurance policies; provide a discount to employers who institute wellness programs.
	(H) Committee on Commerce and Labor


(S) Committee on Commerce and Labor
	(S) Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor
	02/02/10

	notes: This is actually a pretty nifty idea, especially considering that this particular patron had a bill passed last year that allowed the creation of health insurance policies stripped of most of the mandated insurance benefits. His bill was aimed at lowering the cost of health insurance for small business employers (less than 50 employees). 

	HB 554 - Marshall, D.W. - COBRA; continuation coverage following termination of employment.
	(H) Committee on Commerce and Labor


(S) Committee on Commerce and Labor
	(S) Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor
	02/04/10

	HB 726 - Peace - Mandated health insurance benefits; Commission to review for medical efficacy.
	(H) Committee on Commerce and Labor


(S) Committee on Commerce and Labor
	(S) Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor
	02/10/10

	SB 535 - Newman - Mail order pharmacy; insurer not limited to a single provider for services.
	(H) Committee on Commerce and Labor


(S) Committee on Commerce and Labor
	(H) Reported from Commerce and Labor (22-Y 0-N)
	02/18/10

	Note: Identical to HB 116. Excludes specialty pharmacies.


