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THE VIRGINIA BLEEDING DISORDERS PROGRAM

What is the Bleeding Disorders Program, and how is it funded?

The Virginia Bleeding Disorders Program (VBDP) is a legislatively enacted program (§ 32.1-89) established at the Virginia Department of Health, housed in the Office of Family Health Services. The mission of the program is to improve the availability and accessibility to comprehensive care services for patients with inherited bleedings disorders such as Hemophilia and von Willebrand Disease (vWD).  It is funded through state and federal funds.
Whom does this program serve?

In SFY 2010, the VBDP provided care coordination to 282 citizens with inherited bleeding disorders, with 18 patients served through the Pool of Funds.
Why is this program important to the Commonwealth?

Hemophilia is a low prevalence disease, but it requires a disproportionate amount of health care dollars and resources.  The estimated annual cost of uncomplicated care for one individual with hemophilia is at least $150,000. With appropriate care, an affected individual can avoid expensive and debilitating complications and is more likely to remain employed and/or in school.

In FY 2010, how did the VBDP save money for the Commonwealth? 

· Contracted with Patient Services, Inc. (PSI) for insurance premium assistance: 

· Provided health insurance premium assistance to 19 individuals, who utilized $3,838,421 in medication cost alone at a cost to the Commonwealth of only $123,000  
· Cost savings for the Commonwealth since program began in 1996: $35 Million

· Distributed Pool of Funds for direct patient care:  

· Distributed $170,000 for in-home factor replacement products, reducing uncompensated ER and clinic visits for infusions.

· Coordinated care and Patient Assistance Program (PAP) referrals:  

·  Accessed 690,150 units of factor replacement products for uninsured patients at no cost to the Commonwealth through referral and coordination with Manufacturer PAPs.
Funding for this program achieves the following goals:
· Quality patient outcomes through a coordinated system of care that includes patient access to home treatment.

· Reduces uninsured patients’ use of emergency room and state hospital indigent care programs.
· Comprehensive clinical services through the Hemophilia Treatment Centers at the University of Virginia, Virginia Commonwealth University, the Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters in Norfolk, and Children’s National Medical Center in Washington, DC (serves Northern VA residents).

· Reduction in uninsured population through appropriate referrals for premium assistance through PSI.
Thank you for your continued support of the Virginia Bleeding Disorders Program!!

